
+*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share our livestream. 

 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
Do not be afraid, little ones. It is God’s pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

 

Welcome and Announcements      
 
 

Introit                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter 
 

 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                        Amanda Thomas 
God called Abraham and Sarah and promised to bless them.  
Through faith, they obeyed and received God’s inheritance.  
God called Isaac and Jacob, as heirs of that promise.  
They too followed in faith, seeking God’s realm.  
God calls us to join them, as heirs with the faithful.  
We come here in faith, assured by the hope that was fulfilled in the lives of your 
servants.  
 

 

*Opening Prayer 
God of light and love, you take delight in your creation. Ignite our spirits to worship you 
with sincerity. Illumine our minds with the truth of your word. Inspire our hearts to seek 
your treasure alone, that our hearts may be pure and our actions may be noble and just, 
as we share your love. Through Jesus Christ, our hope and promise, we pray. Amen.  
 

*Hymn of Praise                            “How Firm a Foundation” (v1, 2, & 5)                                   UMH#529 
 
 

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                           Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                            Amanda Thomas 
God of unfailing love, it is often hard to remain faithful. You ask us to share our wealth 
with those in need, yet we hoard our possessions and guard our wealth. You call us to 
rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, and plead for the widow, yet our pursuits are 
often self-serving, ignoring those in need of our care. Forgive us and cleanse us, O God. 
Move us to be a people of justice, and propel us on the path of love. Amen.  
 

 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                               Pastor Ed     

 

Hymn of Response                         “Take Time to Be Holy Hymn” (v1, 2, & 4)                          UMH#395 
 

Scripture Reading                                       Hebrews 11:1-3&8-16                                     Amanda Thomas 
The Meaning of Faith 
11 Now faith is the assurance[a] of things hoped for, the conviction[b] of things not 
seen. 2 Indeed, by faith[c] our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that 
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible.[d] 
The Faith of Abraham 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as 
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, 
with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old, 
because he considered[a] him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, 
and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 
earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 

(Interlude) 
 
 

*Gospel Reading                                            Luke 12:32-40                                               Amanda Thomas  
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Watchful Slaves 
35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him 
as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert 



when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and 
he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he[a] would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message                    “Don’t Be Afraid”                                                               Pastor Ed 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                        
  

Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                         Pastor Ed 
 
 

Offertory                                                                                                                                            Harlan Otter 
 

*Doxology                               “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                 UMH #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
 

Offering Prayer                                                                                                             Pastor Ed  
Generous God, you offer us unfailing treasure in heaven. In love and gratitude for your 
gifts to us, we return these gifts and offerings to you. Use them and stretch them to ease 
the plight of the poor and the widow, the orphan and the downtrodden. Use and stretch 
us, that we may do good, seek justice, and be your light in the world. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION 
 

 WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

*Sending Hymn                        “What Does the Lord Require of You” (x2)                           TFWS#2174 

Benediction 
 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                             Harlan Otter 
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*Cross, Henri Edmond, 1856-1910. Landscape with Stars 

 

NINth SUNday after PeNteCOSt 

8.7.2022 | 9:00 aM 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


