
*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
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*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 



*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary. 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share recorded service. 

 
 

                                                                                                           WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                        Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
The mighty one speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. God calls to the 
heavens and to the earth, “Gather to me my faithful ones.” 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                               “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                            Bell Choir 
by Graham Kendrick 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                      Carolyn Nuzzi 
As we live and as God lives, 
God will not leave us. 
When fire devours and storms blow us astray,  
God will not leave us. 
When truth is veiled and confusion reigns,  
God will not leave us. 
When the world changes around us,  
God will not leave us. 
When we long to speak but find no words,  
God will not leave us. 
When all around us is silent,  
God will not leave us. 
When faithfulness feels beyond us,  
God will not leave us. 
As we live and as God lives, 
we worship the One who will not leave us. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy One, when the world is full of confusion and your message is hard to perceive, still, we can see 
you. 
Still, your presence shines— a light to illuminate the shadows. 
When we cannot find a way to speak your story, let your being shine in us and through us, that we may 
reflect your glory, and your grace. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                              “Shine Jesus, Shine”                                                        TFWS#2173 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                   Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 

God of life, you never stop shining. 
Yet, sometimes we forget to keep looking. 
It is not always easy to remember to keep our eyes on you, to watch until you are out of sight, to 
remember that you are never really out of sight. 
We long for you, O God, especially when we have wandered away and yearn to come home. 
Entrust us with a double portion of your Spirit when we need it most, when we don’t even know we 
need it, when we have no words to ask. 
Bless us, we pray,and bring us home. Amen. 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 
 

Hymn of Response                                           “On Holy Ground”                                                          TFWS#2272 
 

Prayer of illumination                                                                                                                             Carolyn Nuzzi 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

*1st Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12                                                          Carolyn Nuzzi 
Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                                      Mark 9:2-9                                                            Carolyn Nuzzi 
The Transfiguration 
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, 



by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as 
no one[a] on earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved;[b] listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

The Coming of Elijah 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, 
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message         “How Do We Face Our Cliffs in Life?                                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                              
Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
  

Offertory Anthem                                           "Great is the Lord”                                                       Chancel Choir    
                                                                                                       by Michael W. Smith 
 
 

*Doxology                                   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                    UMH #95 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen  
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                 Pastor Ed 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit… and even more… 
more than we could ask for or ever repay. 
You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives with your grace. 
Take now this offering of our hearts and our lives, that they may be instruments of your love and your 
mercy, your justice and your grace. Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                          “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”                                                UMH#703 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter  
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776   |   www.newmilfordumc.org   |  860.354.4596 

Pastor Ed Dayton |  Music Director, Harlan Otter | Liturgical Arts, Barbara Williams 
Liturgist – Carolyn Nuzzi | Acolyte – Gabriel | Ministers:  All members of the New Milford UMC 

 

*JESUS MAFA. Transfiguration, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 
 

2.11.2024 | 9:30 am 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


