
“The Fruit of Peace” (Matthew 21:33–46) 

1. Today is World Communion Sunday. We are one family of God and one body of Christ.  But 

we live in a deeply divided world. We see wars between nations, violence in our communities, 

hatred between groups, and conflict even within churches. Too often, people seem more 

interested in proving that they are right than in understanding one another.  

There is a story about two goats that met in the middle of a very narrow bridge. There was not 

enough room for both of them to pass. The first goat said, “You back up!” The second goat 

answered, “No, you back up!” Neither one wanted to give in. They argued and argued. Finally, 

one goat did something surprising. He simply lay down on the bridge. The other goat carefully 

stepped over him. Then the first goat stood up, and both continued safely on their way. 

Nobody fell into the river. Nobody had to win. Sometimes peace begins when someone is 

willing to say, “I don’t have to win this fight.” 

2. In our gospel lesson today, Jesus tells us a story about a vineyard. He begins the parable 

by describing a landowner who plants a vineyard with incredible care. The landowner put a 

wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. He wanted to protect his property 

and keep safety for his vineyard. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers. In the Biblical 

tradition, the vineyard is a classic symbol for Israel, but it represents God’s Creation—the 

world entrusted to humanity. God created a bountiful world, rich with resources, and entrusted 

it to us as stewards. We did not manufacture the earth. We did not create the soil, the 

atmosphere, or the delicate web of life that sustains us. We are tenants. We are caretakers. 

The purpose of this vineyard was to produce fruit. It was meant to yield a harvest of 

righteousness, mercy, fairness, and mutual flourishing. When God looks at our world today, 

God sees a grand vineyard intended for peace. God created a world where there is enough 

bread for everyone, enough land for everyone to live under their own vine and enough grace 

to sustain all human beings in dignity.  

But something goes terribly wrong in the parable. When the harvest season arrives, the owner 

sends servants to collect the fruit. But the tenants have forgotten their identity. Driven by 

entitlement and greed, they respond to the owner’s messengers with horrific violence: "The 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another." (v.35) The owner 

tries again, sending a larger group of servants. The response is identical: more hatred, more 

blood, more murder. Finally, the owner sends his own son, thinking, "They will respect my 

son." (v.37) Instead, the tenants look at the heir and calculate: "This is the heir. Come, let’s kill 

him and take his inheritance." (v.38) So, they drag him out of the vineyard and murder him.  

3. This parable is a vivid mirror held up to human history. When a nation believes it has the 

right to erase another people's existence, it is the spirit of the wicked tenants. When political 

leaders declare that power is gained through the sword, it is the logic of the vineyard 

murderers. When human beings divide into "us" against "them," reducing neighbors to 

enemies, we recreate the tragedy of this parable. War is not a natural disaster. War does not 

happen like a hurricane or an earthquake. War is a human choice—a choice born of the 

illusion that we can build our own security on the graves of our neighbors. From ancient 

battlefields to modern bomb shelters, the crime of the wicked tenants repeats itself over and 

over. We murder the messengers of peace, we reject the call to share the harvest, and we 

claim the vineyard for ourselves through bloodshed. 

Jesus tells this parable directly to the religious and political leaders of his day who were 

plotting against him. They were so consumed by maintaining their own power and status that 



they were willing to orchestrate judicial murder. Jesus unmasks the ugly reality of human 

hatred. Hatred is never passive. Left unchecked, hatred always moves toward destruction. It 

begins in the human heart as prejudice, matures into dehumanizing speech, hardens into 

systemic oppression, and ultimately blossoms into murder and war. St. John would later write 

in his first epistle: "Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer" (1 John 3:15). Why? 

Because hatred strips away the divine value of human beings. It converts a person created in 

the image of God into an obstacle to be removed.  

The Christian faith stands unequivocally against murder, war, and state-sanctioned violence. 

Jesus did not say, "Blessed are the victorious warriors." He said: "Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." (Matthew 5:9) Jesus did not instruct his 

followers to crush their enemies. He gave the most challenging command in human history: 

"Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." (Matthew 5:44) 

4. This brings us back to World Communion Sunday. What does it mean for us to break bread 

today in a world torn apart by war? When we take the bread, we remember that Christ’s body 

was broken by human violence but given for human salvation. When we take the cup, we 

remember that his blood was shed to end the shedding of all human blood. Holy Communion 

is an anti-war demonstration. Every time we celebrate the Communion, we perform an act of 

holy defiance against the powers of hate and destruction. At the holy table, there is no 

American or no Iranian, no Israelite or Palestinian, no Russian or no Ukrainian, no distinction 

of race, status, or citizenship. We are all children of the same Father, eating from the same 

loaf. We pledge ourselves to make peace. At the end of our passage, Jesus leaves his 

listeners with a sobering warning: "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit." (p.34) God’s Kingdom is not a 

passive club for those who merely utter pious words. It demands fruit. If we are to be the 

people who produce the fruit of the Kingdom today, we must actively stand against hate, war, 

and murder.  

A couple celebrating their 50th anniversary was asked: “What is the secret to your long and 

happy marriage?” The husband said, “Whenever we have an argument, my wife goes into the 

kitchen and I go outside.” The interviewer asked, “And that solves the problem?” He replied, 

“Absolutely. For fifty years, I have enjoyed a wonderful outdoor life!” Then you can say: 

“Avoiding conflict is not exactly the same thing as making peace! Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers,’ not ‘Blessed are those who run into the backyard.’” 

How do we do this? We must speak truth to power: We must reject the propaganda that seeks 

to demonize other nations and ethnic groups. We must oppose policies that prioritize war 

budgets over human need, and military escalation over diplomacy. We must practice 

nonviolence in our daily lives: Peace does not start at international summits, but it starts in our 

families, neighborhoods, and churches. We must dismantle anger, resentment, and prejudice 

in our own hearts and conversations. We must stand with the victims of violence: We must 

support refugees, victims of war, and those living under oppression everywhere. We must 

pray relentlessly for peace: Never underestimate the power of a praying church.    

As we receive the bread of life and the cup of salvation, we go out into a hurting world as 

ambassadors of reconciliation. Let us reject the way of the violent tenants, and let us build our 

lives, our churches, and our world upon the true Cornerstone: Jesus Christ, the Prince of  

Peace. Amen. 


